
Southern York County School District Instructional Plan 
 

Name: Dates: September 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 12 Unit Plan: Literary Nonfiction 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

(All CC.11-12.) – L.1, L.3.6, R.I.2, R.I.3, R.I.8, R.L.1, SL.1-3, SL.5, W.1.d, W.2.c, W.2.d, W.3, W.5-8 

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s):      

Students will understand… 

1. Diction, syntax, figurative language, and lack 
of awareness of historical context inhibit 
understanding. (CC1.1.12.B) (CC1.1.12.C) 

2. The importance of nonfiction as a genre. 
(CC1.3.L.A) 

3. The difference between nonfiction and 
creative nonfiction. 
(CC1.2.12.D)(CC1.4.12.B) 

4. The attention to detail, organizational skills 
and attention to quality necessary for 
research. (CC1.5.12.A-F)(CC1.8.12.A-C) 
(CC1.1.4.12.B) 

5. Nonfiction is ubiquitous and permeates 
society. (CC1.3.12.A) 

6. The role of satire in eliciting a societal 
change.(CC1.3.12.C) 

 What are the four main impediments to 
reading comprehension? 

 How can nonfiction be considered literature? 
 How can understanding nonfiction literature 

broaden our understanding of the world? 
 What elements of literature are common to 

both fiction and nonfiction writing? 
 How does a writer’s tone influence the way 

we interpret the writing? 

 

Learning Objectives:  

The students will know… 

 The definition and application of satire 
 What significant details are and how to use 

them 
 How nonfiction is used in society 

The students will be able to… 

 Diagnose their reading problems 
 Write a personal essay in MLA format 
 Evaluate a nonfiction essay to determine 

author’s purpose 

Name: Dates: October - November 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 12 Unit Plan: Science in Literature 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

(All CC.11-12.) – L.1, L.3.6, R.I.2, R.I.3, R.I. 5, R.I.8, R.L.1, SL.1-3, SL.5, W.1.d, W.2.c, W.5-8 

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s): 

Students will understand… 

1. Diction, syntax, figurative language, and lack 
of awareness of historical context inhibit 
understanding. (CC1.1.12.B) (CC1.1.12.C) 

2. The influence that early Science Fiction 
pieces have within our current society. 
(CC1.1.3.12.A-C) 

3. Science Fiction is a predictive genre, which 
attempts to tell how things may be in the 
future. (CC1.1.3.12.C) 

 What are the four main impediments to 
reading comprehension? 

 How do we balance scientific advancements 
with morals?  

 In what ways does science fiction present 
truth? 

 In what ways does science fiction present 
themes in ways different from other forms of 
fiction?      



4. Authors of Science Fiction utilize the 
elements present in general fiction. 
(CC1.1.3.12.D) 

5. The attention to detail, organizational skills 
and attention to quality necessary for 
research. (CC1.5.12.A-F)(CC1.8.12.A-
C)(CC1.1.4.12.B) 

6. Science-based literature provides an 
opportunity for discussion of moral and 
ethical issues. (CC1.2.12.A-E) (CC1.3.12.B) 

Learning Objectives:  

Students will know… 

 The history of the science fiction genre 
 The difference between science writing and 

science fiction writing 

Students will be able to… 

 Write and support arguments concerning the 
moral implications of scientific discovery 

 Explain how science fiction can be a vehicle 
for important themes 

Name: Dates: December 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 12 Unit Plan: The Concept of a Hero 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

(All CC.11-12.) – L.1, L.3.6, R.I.2, R.I.3, R.I.8, R.L.1, SL.1-3, SL.5, W.1.d, W.2.c, W.5-8 

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s):      

Students will understand… 

1. Diction, syntax, figurative language, and lack 
of awareness of historical context inhibit 
understanding. (CC1.1.12.B) (CC1.1.12.C)  

2. How the concept of a hero is defined by 
society. (CC.1.1.12.A) (CC.1.1.12.D) 
(CC.1.2.12.C-E) 

3. The stages of the hero’s journey. 
(CC.1.3.12.A-D) 

4. The proper definition of what it means to be a 
heroic figure. (CC.1.1.12.A) (CC.1.1.12.D) 
(CC.1.2.12.C-E) 

5. Research and write a biographical research 
paper arguing for or against the title of hero 
for a generally accepted “hero” of the 20th 
century (CC1.4.12.B) (CC.1.5.12.A-F) 
(CC.1.8.12.A-C) 

 What are the four main impediments to 
reading comprehension? 

 What makes a hero? 
 What motivates a hero? 
 How is the hero’s journey archetypal within 

literature? 
 How is the label “hero” misused within 

modern society? 

Learning Objective:  
The students will know… 

 That motivation is the determining factor for 
defining a hero in the 21st century  

 Patterns in the hero’s journey are present in 
all cultures and eras 

The students will be able to… 

 Research and write a biographical research 
paper arguing for or against the title of hero 
for a generally accepted “hero” of the 20th 
century 

 Explain what a hero is by society’s definition 



  

Name: Dates: January - February 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 12 Unit Plan: The Role of Women 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

(All CC.11-12.) – L.1, L.3.6, R.I.2, R.I.3, R.I.8, R.L.1, SL.1-3, SL.5, W.1.d, W.2.c, W.5-8 

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s):  
Students will understand… 

1. Diction, syntax, figurative language, and lack 
of awareness of historical context inhibit 
understanding. (CC1.1.12.B) (CC1.1.12.C) 

2. The role of women in society is reflected in 
the literature of that society. (CC.1.1.12.A) 
(CC.1.1.12.D) (CC.1.2.12.C-E) 

3. The struggle of women to succeed in a male 
dominated society. (CC.1.1.12.A) 
(CC.1.1.12.D) (CC.1.2.12.C-E) 

4. That personality is stronger than gender, and 
that Shakespeare purposefully incorporated 
this within his writings. (CC.1.2.12.C-D) 
(CC.1.3.12 A, C) (CC.1.6.12.A) 

5. How women have advocated for themselves 
when they have not always had a voice. 
(CC.1.1.12.A) (CC.1.1.12.D) (CC.1.2.12.C-E) 

6. Research and write about the historical 
context of the work of a female poet in MLA 
format (CC1.4.12.B) (CC.1.5.12.A-F) 
(CC.1.8.12.A-C) 

 What are the four main impediments to 
reading comprehension? 

 How have views of gender roles changed? 
 How is Shakespeare able to capture the 

female point of view in his characterization of 
Lady Macbeth? 

 How does literature illustrate the different 
ways that women have asserted their will 
throughout history? 

 How much progress have women made 

furthering their station in society?      

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

 How literature can reflect current attitudes 
 That characters static on a page allow for 

reflection of motivation and cause and effect 
 That reading Shakespeare takes practice like 

any other skill 

 
Students will be able to… 

 Read Shakespeare with some proficiency 
 Research and write about the historical 

context of the work of a female poet in MLA 
format 

Name: Dates: March 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 12 Unit Plan: Inspiration and Belief 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

(All CC.11-12.) – L.1, L.3.6, R.I.2, R.I.3, R.I.8, R.L.1, SL.1-3, SL.5, W.1.d, W.2.c, W.5-8      

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s): 

 What are the four main impediments to 
reading comprehension? 

 Why do writers and artists find the sea so 
inspiring? 

 What is the nature of inspiration? 
 What is religion? 

Students will understand… 

1. Diction, syntax, figurative language, and lack 
of awareness of historical context inhibit 
understanding. (CC1.1.12.B) (CC1.1.12.C) 

2. Nature in general and the sea specifically, 
have always held man in awe as a source of 
inspiration. (CC1.2.12.C) 



3. Inspiration and its role in the creative process 
and how it affects an author’s decisions. 
(CC1.1.3.12.D) 

4. The attention to detail, organizational skills 
and attention to quality necessary for 
research. (CC1.5.12.A-F)(CC1.8.12.A-
C)(CC1.1.4.12.B) 

5. What it means to be religious. (CC1.2.12.A-
E) 

 How can we reconcile science and 
God?      

Learning Objectives: 
The students will know… 

 That inspiration and spiritualism are important 
elements in society in general and literature 
specifically 

 The major Judeo-Christian religions and 
Hinduism have similarities and differences 
and many are misunderstood 

 The definition of a symbol 

 
The students will be able to… 

 Research and present the background on a 
work of art, music, literature inspired by the 
sea to the class 

 Argue the meaning of symbolism in Life of Pi 
and support their arguments. 

Name: Dates: April - May  

Course/Subject: English, Grade 12  Unit Plan: The Writings of George Orwell 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

 (All CC.11-12.) – L.1, L.3.6, R.I.2, R.I.3, R.I.8, R.L.1, SL.1-3, SL.5, W.1.d, W.2.c, W.5-8 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. Diction, syntax, figurative language, and lack 
of awareness of historical context inhibit 
understanding. (CC1.1.12.B) (CC1.1.12.C) 

2. The foundational purpose behind 
government. (CC1.3.12.A) 

3. Students will understand that government is 
an inherently flawed system. 

4. The elements of dystopian literature. 
(CC1.1.3.12.D) 

5. The study of dystopian literature causes one 
to take an analytical look at our current 
society. (CC1.2.12.A-E) (CC1.3.12.B) 

6. The attention to detail, organizational skills 
and attention to quality necessary for 
research. (CC1.5.12.A-F)(CC1.8.12.A-
C)(CC1.1.4.12.B) 

Essential Question(s): 

 What are the four main impediments to 
reading comprehension? 

 Is Orwell’s writing relevant today? 
 What is the role of government? 
 What causes government to become flawed? 
 What factors or situations combine to create 

a dystopia? 
 How do we balance the needs of the 

individual with the goals of society? 
 What can dystopian literature teach us about 

the world around us?      

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

 What political writing is 
 What a dystopian novel is 
 What propaganda is 
 What will happen if the language is 

diminished 

 
Students will be able to… 

 Write a comparative essay (MLA format) 
discussing the situation in the Orwell novel 
and a modern article concerning a current 
political situation in the world (North Korea, 
for example) 

 


